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polis in its florescent period that the Romans borrowed; it was the literary education
of the Hellenistic paideia that they finally came to emulate.
B.   LATINIZING EDUCATION IN THE WEST (300 B.C.-500 A.D.)
In the long view of the history of education, the Roman experience may well be
viewed as a major phase of the dispersive period of Greek education in the course of
which Hellenism and Latinism were amalgamated to form the Graeco-Roman educa-
tion which had a recognizable life in Europe until around 500 A.D. As Alexander's
empire provided the political framework within which the civilized peoples of the
Middle East were Hellenized, so did the Roman Empire act as an instrument whereby
the diverse folk peoples of Western and Southern Europe were both Hellenized and
Latinized. The Goths were quick to accept the Graeco-Roman civilization; the Franks
considerably slower, but the Germanic-Roman fusion was well on its way by the end
of the sixth century A.D.
The massive scope of this Graeco-Roman education and its importance for the
later development of Western civilization warrant special attention to Roman educa-
tion. But it can well be looked at in two perspectives. One perspective sees it as an
integral part of the larger history of Hellenic civilization which constituted, along with
that of the Middle East, India, and China, one of the four ancient civilizations of the
Afro-Eurasian ecumene. In this larger sense Roman education was a phase of the
dispersive period of Hellenic education. (See Figure 3.2, page 81.)
The other and shorter perspective views Roman education as having an identity
of its own which paralleled Roman political and institutional life and which acted as a
link between the decaying Hellenic civilization and the rising civilization of the West.
As such, it displayed its own curve of educational development which follows the
familiar formative-florescent-dispersive pattern. Its formative period was generally that
of the Roman Republic, roughly from the fifth to the first centuries B.C. During this
time the Hellenistic phase of Greek education led to the spread of organized schools in
Rome. The florescent period extended from the first century B.C. to the end of the
second century A.D., i.e., from the end of the Republic through the early centuries of
the regnant Empire. During this time the characteristic institutions of Roman educa-
tion were fully developed. The dispersive period included not only the later centuries
of the declining Empire from the third through the fifth centuries A.D., but also the
early centuries of the Middle Ages in Europe (500 A.D. - 1000 A.D.). As the Empire
disintegrated so did Roman education disintegrate. But a thin lifeline of Roman
educational thought and practice continued to exist and managed to disseminate a
modicum of Latin learning through much of the early medieval period, sometimes
known as the prodromal or gestatory period of Western civilization.
Thus the larger dispersive period of Greek education not only includes its initial
and continuing impact upon Rome, but also the narrower dispersive period of Roman
education itself which furnished the lessons which the peoples of Western Europe
learned as they prepared to develop their own distinctive form of civilization. These
common Latin lessons learned by diverse peoples speaking many different languages

